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Schedule of Events

2:30 p.m. Candy Cane Lane
opens

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Free
ice skating for children
aged 10 & under and their
families. Photo ops.

3:00 p.m. Pelham Ridge
Elementary School choir
(1st - 3rd grades)

3:30 p.m. Pelham Ridge
Elementary School choir
(4th & 5th grades)

5:00 p.m. Christmas Parade

6:30 p.m. (approx.) Tree
Lighting

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Free
ice skating for all ages,
pictures with Santa,
refreshments

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Fourth Annual “A Pelham Hometown Christmas”

EXPLORE

A Pelham Hometown Christmas is back for the fourth year, and volunteers with
Pelham Strong are busy making it a day your family will remember as a highlight of
the holiday season. It all takes place on Saturday, December 14, 2024. Organizers
say their goal is to center the event around what a child would want to see and
do. They believe the event, which drew almost 15,000 people last year, is a
success because people of all ages get to be a kid again. 

All events are centered around the Pelham Civic Complex & Ice Arena. The day
starts with Candy Cane Lane opening at 2:30 p.m. Once again, vendors will be
available with items for sale and information about their businesses and
organizations. Photo opportunities will be available, and face painters and balloon
artists will entertain the kids. Representatives from Pelham Strong say the photo
ops for families include a 14-foot snowglobe that people can get inside for
pictures, the Shutter Bus, which allows you to take pictures in the retro photo
booth style, and a 360-degree photo booth. Inside the Civic Complex, children
under ten and their families can take advantage of free ice skating from 2:30 p.m.
to 4:30 p.m.  Everyone’s favorite characters, including the Ice Sisters and
everyone’s favorite snowman, a certain web-slinging hero, Rapunzel, and the
Good Witch, will be skating. 

Students from Pelham Ridge Elementary will sing some songs of the season. The
first through third-grade choir will perform at 3:00 p.m., and the fourth and fifth-
grade choir will take the stage at 3:30 p.m.
                                                                                           (Article continues on the next page)



E-NEWSLETTER
D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4

NEWS FROM THE CITY OF PELHAM

GINA WOMACK, EDITOR

At 5:00 p.m., the Pelham Christmas Parade will roll from
the Civic Complex parking lot, turning right on Highway
31 North, right onto Highway 119, and right onto State
Park Road to complete the loop back to the parking lot.
As of publication, 57 floats have registered for the
parade, which features the Pelham High School
marching band. This year’s theme is “Christmas Past &
Present”.

The Grand Marshals of this year’s Christmas Parade are
familiar faces around Pelham. Former Pelham High
School football stars and University of Alabama
standouts Lane Bearden and Tyler Watts will lead the
parade. Bearden and Watts were teammates at Pelham
High School and made a name for themselves at the
University of Alabama from 1999-2002. Bearden was a
punter for the team, while Watts played quarterback.
Both played under Head Coaches Mike Dubose and
Dennis Franchione.  

After the parade, the tree lighting will follow around 6:30
p.m.  The Pelham Park Middle School and Pelham High
School choirs will sing carols, the float winners will be
announced, and we’ll find out who won the Pelham BEAT
Christmas Light contest. 

Family-friendly activities will take place in the Pelham
Civic Complex & Ice Arena immediately following the tree
lighting. Santa will be available for photos, and the
Pelham High School Culinary class will serve cookies, hot
chocolate, and hot cider. People of all ages can enjoy
free ice skating with the Ice Sisters and everyone’s
favorite snowman, the Island Princess, and Rapunzel.
You can also get a free Pelham Christmas ornament
while supplies last.

All activities are free. Gather your friends and family and
make plans to attend! Special thanks to the Pelham
Strong organization for organizing this uniquely Pelham
event.

“Christmas Past & Present” is this year’s parade theme.

Above: Scenes from the 2023 Christmas Parade.
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It’s not too late to pick up a passport at the Pelham Rec
Center and join the Shop Local Elf Adventure. Santa’s
mischievous elves are hiding in eleven local retailers
through December 7th. It’s your job to find them! 

Participants will visit the retailers listed on the passport
and have it stamped. Be sure to take a picture of the elf
and post it on social media. Tag the local business in
your post, and use the hashtag #PelhamElfAdventure to
share the fun.

On Sunday, December 8th, the Elf Adventure culminates
in a big finale party from 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the
Pelham Rec Center. Elf Adventure participants should
bring their completed passports to the party to enter
drawings for great prizes from local businesses. Alicia
Walters, Assistant Director of Pelham Parks &
Recreation, said, “We had such a great time at last year’s
party, so we’re amping up the fun this year. Santa will be
available for pictures, and the Grinch will also be lurking
around. The first 25 children will receive a free elf hat.”
She said bounce houses will be in the gym, and
complimentary refreshments will be served. “Everyone is
invited to the party, even if you didn’t participate in Elf
Adventure,” Walters added.  

You can read more about the Shop Local Elf Adventure
on the Pelham Parks & Recreation website.

Elf Adventure

Do Santa's helpers need more time to prepare for the
busy holiday season? On Sunday, December 22, from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., let the kids spend a couple of
hours at the Rec Center so you can make sure that the
list is checked twice and take care of any last-minute
shopping! We will have fun playing basketball and
kickball and creating holiday-themed crafts. Open to
ages 8-12 years old. $15/child. Lunch will be provided.
Registration ends December 20.

Christmas Camp

https://pelhamalabama.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=1474
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Come out and join the fun at Pelham Racquet Club’s
Appreciation Day! Whether you're a current member or a
visitor, we invite you to explore all our newly renovated
facility offers and enjoy exciting activities for the whole
family. The event will be held on Saturday, December
6th, from 10:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. at the Racquet Club.

Event Highlights: 
Exclusive Access to Newly Renovated Spaces: Take
a tour of our fresh, upgraded facilities and discover
our stunning new multipurpose room, available for
event rentals.
Free Classes & Lessons:

Free Yoga Class: Unwind with a relaxing yoga
session.
Free Tennis Lessons: Get on the court with our
tennis pros. No experience is required.

On-Site Vendors:
Mountain High:  Enjoy Christmas shopping and
check out their special offers.
Therapy South: Stop by for free screenings and
learn about their wellness services.
Sherry Clark, Realtor: Connect with Sherry for
real estate advice and offers.
Taco Mac: Grab a bite to eat and taste Taco
Mac’s delicious menu.
Wilson Demo: Test the latest racquets on the
court and compete for exciting prizes!

The first 50 attendees who visit every vendor will
receive a special gift bag packed with:

Gift cards & coupons to Mountain High, Smiley
Brothers, Taco Mac, and Uncle G’s Pizza.
A Pelham Racquet Club logo gift.
An info packet with exciting news and new
offerings from the club.
Swag from Sherry Clark and Therapy South!

Additional Perks:
Enjoy tasty Smiley Brothers sandwiches and
drinks from Coca-Cola.
Take advantage of discounts in our tax-free pro
shop.
Racquet giveaway from Wilson!
Membership giveaway and door prizes from the
club.

Don’t miss this opportunity! Mark your calendar and
bring your friends and family — it will be a day to
remember! 

PRC Appreciation Day
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The Birmingham Figure Skating Club and Pelham Skate
School are hard at work practicing for A Christmas Show
on Ice. The show will feature about 130 skaters and a
very special host. 

Christian Newberry, Skating Director at Pelham Civic
Complex & Ice Arena, said spectators can expect a
thrilling holiday performance. “We have a jam-packed
show this year. We’ve expanded the show to include
more ice skaters of all ages and skill levels. You’ll see
everyone from our Learn to Skate students to
professional coaches.” Santa Claus will host the show
this year, adding to the Christmas spirit. 

The show will take place on Saturday, December 21st,
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tickets are available by
emailing Christian Newberry or purchasing them at the
rink. “If you email me, please include the number of
tickets, and I will send an invoice to pay. The tickets will
be available at will-call on the day of the event,”
explained Newberry. Tickets are $12 each, and children
five years of age and younger are free.

“I want to thank the Birmingham Figure Skating Club and
all of the parents and coaches for making A Christmas
Show on Ice possible,” added Newberry. 

A Christmas Show on Ice

Let your children spend Friday night with friends!
Pelham Parks & Rec is planning a Youth Game Night on
Friday, December 13th, from 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Parents
can have a night out while the kids play indoor kickball,
basketball, mini-games, volleyball, and tailgate-style
games. We’ll also have e-sports. 

Youth Game Night is open to kids aged 11-14 years old.
The cost is $15 per child, and dinner will be provided.
Register by December 12th on the Pelham Parks&
Recreation website.

Youth Game Night

mailto:cnewberry@pelhamalabama.gov
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December 2024 Home Games

Thursday, December 5, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Pensacola Ice Flyers

Friday, December 6, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Evansville Thunderbolts

Thursday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Knoxville Ice Bears

Thursday, December 26, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Peoria Rivermen

Friday, December 27, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Peoria Rivermen

Saturday, December 28, 7:00 p.m.
vs. Macon Mayhem

Pelham Civic Complex & Ice Arena

Tickets at www.bullshockey.net
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Follow the Pelham BEAT on Facebook to learn more
about the Pelham Christmas Light Competition.

Learn more on the Pelham Racquet Club website.

https://www.bullshockey.net/
https://www.facebook.com/PelhamBEAT
https://www.pelhamracquetclub.com/1162/Jingle-Bell-Doubles
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HAPPENING IN PELHAM

SATURDAY I DECEMBER 7
ALL DAY I PELHAM RACQUET CLUB
Winter Cup L6

The weather is getting colder, but the tennis action is
heating up. Catch all the action at the Pelham Racquet
Club Winter Cup L6,

Spectators free
Learn more on the Pelham Racquet Club website.

SUNDAY I DECEMBER 15
5:00 P.M. I OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
Oak Moon Celebration

Listen to stories around a fire, have a s’more, and meet
some cool critters as we celebrate the full Oak Moon. Bring
a chair and water/beverage, and wear warm clothing.

Park entry fees apply.
Learn more on the Oak Mountain State Park website.

THURSDAY I DECEMBER 12
10:00 A.M. I PELHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY
Pelham Garden Club

The Pelham Garden Club is open to adults interested in all
aspects of gardening. A Pelham residence is not required.
The club meets on the second Thursday of each month.

All adults I Free
Learn more on the Pelham Public Library website.

TUESDAY I DECEMBER 31
ALL DAY I OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
Run Undead Ultra Trail Party

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at THE social event for trail
runners. Distances from 25K to 100 miles. Bring in the New
Year with us. Presented by Zombie Trail Races.

Registration fees vary.
Register and learn more on the event website.

WEDNESDAY I JANUARY 1
5:30 A.M. I OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
First Day Hike: Sunrise at King’s Chair

Be among the first to watch the sunrise on the first day of
2025! This is considered an intermediate to advanced hike
for some guests. Not stroller-friendly. Meet at 5:15 a.m. 

All ages I Front gate entrance only I Park entry fees apply
Read more on the Oak Mountain State Park website.

SATURDAY I DECEMBER 28
9:00 A.M. I OAK MOUNTAIN STATE PARK
The Festival of Winter Walks

Embrace the magic of the holiday season by enjoying the
outdoors. See the wonders of nature on a wintery walk
starting at the Oak Mountain Interpretative Center.

Park entry fees apply I Cookies & hot chocolate provided.
Learn more on the Oak Mountain State Park website.

https://pelhamracquetclub.com/Calendar.aspx?EID=8408
https://reserve.alapark.com/register/oak-moon-celebration?_gl=1*1kzeosa*_ga*MTU2MTk0NjE0Ni4xNzI2ODQ0Mzky*_ga_BBJMJ1PBB0*MTczMjY0NDEwNC4xOS4xLjE3MzI2NDUyMDIuNjAuMC4w
https://pelham.librarycalendar.com/event/pelham-garden-club-13
https://ultrasignup.com/register.aspx?did=116019
https://reserve.alapark.com/register/FirstDayHikeOMSP?_gl=1*jnhj5w*_ga*MTU2MTk0NjE0Ni4xNzI2ODQ0Mzky*_ga_BBJMJ1PBB0*MTczMjY0ODQzOS4yMC4xLjE3MzI2NDg0NTYuNDMuMC4w
https://reserve.alapark.com/register/the-festival-of-winter-walks?_gl=1*xgg6s8*_ga*MTU2MTk0NjE0Ni4xNzI2ODQ0Mzky*_ga_BBJMJ1PBB0*MTczMjY0NDEwNC4xOS4xLjE3MzI2NDU1ODUuNjAuMC4w

